A.   UNDER  THE  'ABBASID   CALIPHATE1

rpHE last few decades have seen the publication of several
hitherto unedited Arab sources relative to the history
of the *Abbasid Empire in the tenth century, such as Kitab
al-Wuzara* by Hilal as-Sabi,2 Eitab Tajdrib al-Umam by
MskawaBh.,3 and Nishwdr al-Mukadara by at-Tanukhi,4
that are a veritable storehouse of information on the social,
economic, and political situation of that period. These works
reveal a completely new world to us; they take us, so to
speak, behind the scenes of tenth century 'Abbasid adminis-
tration and we observe the entire governmental machinery
in action.

This is chiefly due to the historiographical approach of the
authors 5 ; themselves high government officials, they dwell
particularly on economic and administrative details, and are
keenly interested in financial affairs, the system of fanning
revenue, the management of estates, the bureaucratic

1  The material offered in this chapter was published in a slightly different
form in the JEAS., 1933, pp. 339 ff., 569 n\, under the title " The Origin of
Banking in Mediaeval Islam:  A Contribution to the economic history of
the Jews of Baghdad in the tenth century."
2  Abbreviated Wvz.
9 Abbrev. MisL
4  Abbrev. Tan. See no-w also as-Suli: Akkbar ar-Ba4i, London, 1935.
5  Begarding the place occupied by these writers in Arab historiography,
cf.  the various editors' prefaces;   further D.  S. Margoliouth, Arabic
Historians, Calcutta, 1930, pp. 128-137 ; the corresponding articles in the
Enc. Isl.; Amedroz in Der Islam, ii (1911), pp. 105-114 ; ibid., v (1914),
pp.   335-357;   M.  Eartmann,  " Aus der Gesellschafb des verfallenden
Abbasidenreiches," Le Monde Oriental, iii, 1909, pp. 247-266.